
 

 

 
Dear Cardiff Schools Staff and Families, 
 
I hope this finds you all well. I am writing to share an update to our school community in response to Governor 
Newsom’s press conference today. 
  
In collaboration with the California Department of Public Health, Governor Newsom presented additional 
guidelines and orders for schools. At this time, all public and private schools in counties that are currently 
under the state’s monitoring list due to various rates related to COVID-19 cases are required to remain closed 
for in-class instruction. That means that if school were to resume today, all schools within San Diego County 
would fall under the county’s requirement of instruction via distance learning. In order to resume on-campus 
instruction, a county must be off the monitoring list for 14 consecutive days. 
  
We are carefully reviewing the new order to determine what the guidance means for our schools. As you know, 
we have been planning for all scenarios, working diligently to develop plans that have the academic, social, 
physical, and emotional well-being of students, families and staff at the center. Next week we will re-survey 
teachers and parents to get further input regarding the coming year as we work to finalize plans for our model 
of in-class instruction. We will rely on distance learning when mandated and we will pivot to in-class learning 
when public health allows. We will highlight the safety and sanitation measures that we have put in place and 
ask for further feedback about a full return or a hybrid model. 
  
In our preparation for various models of instruction, Cardiff School District’s distance learning capability has 
been further refined and enhanced since last spring. Feedback from teachers and parents and the revised 
state guidelines regarding distance learning, including further alignment to essential standards, daily live 
instruction, set instructional minutes and more consistency across the district have all helped shape the 
distance learning model that we will engage in during times when the governor’s orders require it in the coming 
year. Even with all of the adjustments, we recognize it does not replace the optimal learning environment of 
students and staff together in our classrooms, but we know our teachers and support staff will work tirelessly to 
make it a quality learning experience for our students. 
  
Meanwhile, those families that wish to participate in a full virtual learning environment for the school year may 
enroll in the Cardiff Virtual Academy. Students in this program will be assigned to a virtual class with a 
credentialed teacher. Cardiff Virtual Academy students will not have in-class instruction when health orders 
allow for a return to school. We require a full year commitment as our small size precludes us from 
accommodating a shift in program enrollment mid year, and the program pacing and sequence will not align 
precisely with our regular program. This program is open for enrollment until August 3rd. We understand that 
you may have questions about the Cardiff Virtual Academy, and we would like to put together an FAQ. Please 
email any questions that you may have about the program to Craig Leach, our District Technology Coordinator, 

at craig.leach@cardiffschools.com.  
  
Our intent is to finalize plans for the coming year by the end of this month. We have planned a special board 
meeting for Friday, July 31st at 9:00am to discuss the reopening of school. We look forward to your feedback 
via our upcoming survey. Please take the time to share your thoughts, as we want to find a path forward that 
will best meet the needs of our learning community. This is an evolving situation and we want to do the best we 
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can to meet the needs of students in a safe way for our entire team. We will continue to update everyone as 
our plans continue to take shape.  
  
We truly appreciate our dedicated staff and supportive families as we embrace the journey ahead of us. Please 
stay well and take good care. 
 
Best, 
 
Jill Vinson 
Superintendent 
 
 


